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Tuly 10,2007

MEMORANDUM

To: Exhibitors of Class I Wildlife, Venomous Reptiles and
Interested Parties

FROM: Colonel Julie Joes, Direet
Division of Law Enforcemen

SUBJECT:  Exhibition of Class I Wildlife or Venomous Reptiles

The 2007 Legislanire passed SB 2766 requiring, among other things, pecsons
exhibiting Class { wildlife to “guarantee financial responsibility” in the amount of
$10,000 for any liability incurred. Starute 372.88 of this bill states in part

372,88 Bond required, amount -
(2) No person, party, firm, or corporation shall exhibit to the public either with or
without charge o admission fee, any Class [ wildlife, as defined in Chapter
372,923, Florida Statute, and Rule 68A-6, Floridz Administrative Code, without
having first guaranteed financial responsibility, in the sum of $10,000, for any
liability which may be incurred in the exhibition to the public of Class [ wildlife.
‘The commission shall adopt, by rule, the methods of payment that satisfy the
fimancial responsibility, which may include cash, the establishment of a rust fund,
an irrevocable letter of eredit, casualty insurence, a corporate guaraniee, or any
combination therood, in the sum of $10,000 which shall be posted with the
commission. In lieu of the $10,000 financial responsibility guarantes required in
this paragraph, the exhibiter has the option to maintain comuprehensive general
Yiability insurance, with minimum limits of $2 million per occurrence and $2
‘million annusl aggregate, a5 shall protect the exhibiter from claims for damage for
personal injury, including accidental death, a5 well as clsims for property damage
which may arise. Proof of such insurance shall be submitted to the comumission.

“The bill language may be accessed at wuw flsenate gov. To review the bill
language in its entirety, search by using the “Jump to Bill” search feature, Enter
“2007" for the session and “2766” for the bill number, then press “go.” When the
itl information appears, scroll down the page and click o the link after
“06/27/07_Approved by Govenor, Chapter No. 2007-239.” This new law
became effective July 1, 2007,
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‘This legisiation requires the Commission t promulgate & ule establishing the
methods of payment or guarantces in the amount of $10.000 for exhibition of
Class | widife. Staffis proposing methods of payment 1o include: bond,
cashier's check, o cerified sheck payable o the Florida Fish and Wildiife
‘Conservation Comumission, inthe sum of $10,000; ievocable leter of redits or
cash. {n ieu of the $10,000 bond or financial responsbility guarantee, Class |
wildlfe exiubitors may maintein 52 millon comprehensive gencral liability
insurance with minimum limits of $2 million per occurrence and S2 million
annual sggregate o protect the exhibitors from claims for damage for persanal
injury, including accidental injury, as wel s forclaims for propety damage
which may aric. -

“This legislation also raised the existing bond requirement for exhibiting venomous
septles from $1,000 1 $10,000. The bord shall be payable o the Florida Fisa
and Wildlife Conservation Commission in the sur of $10,000. In licu of the
‘bond, venomous repile exhibitors may submit a cash bond to satsfy this
roquirement. The cash bond may be in the form of cash, cashier’s check, or
certfied check.

‘Commission staff is requesting your input on the proposed methods of payment ot
financial responsibility guarantee for Class 1 wildiifc exhibitors. Please complete
and return the enclosed mailer to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission or send comments, via e-mail to Captain Linda Harrison at

inds.harrison@myfwe.com, by July 30, 2007.

‘We value the input received duriag this process and look forward to working with
stakeholders o develop the rule. Your comments will be summarized and
presented during the final public hearing for tis rule at our September 12-14,
2007 Comumission meeting. Additional mecting information can b found at

‘wwwmvfve.com by selecting “Caleadar of Events.”

Jiften
Enclosure
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Reference: SB 2766

68A-6.0024 Commercialization of Wildlife: Public Contact: Bonding or Financial

Responsibility Guarantee.

1) It is unlawful 1o exhibit venomous reptiles to the public without having posted a
‘performance bond as listed below,

{a) A valid performance bond pavable to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission shall be submitted at the time of initial license application and upon
renewal, The term of the performance bond shall be for a durati ot less than the
duration of the licensing period. The licensee shall notify the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission in writing within £ calendar days if the performance bond

‘expites. is cancelled or revoked, or for any other reason becomes invalid, The
fication in writing may be deliver fax at (850) 414-8212, or by mail or hand

delivery to Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Office of Licensing and

Permitting, 2590 Executive Center Circle, Suite 200-Berkley Building, Tallahassee.
Florida 323300,

(b) Inliew of a surety bond. a person may submit a cash bond to the Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation Commission to satisfy the ce bond requirement, Such

‘payment shall be in the sum of $10,000 and may be in the form of cash, cashier’s check.
or certified check. In the instance of a check. such instrument shall be made payable to
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

() The per bond will be forfeited to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission i

L._Aninjury occurs or lamage results from exhibited reptiles and the exhibitor fails

to indemnify and save harmless the injured party: or

2. The exhibifor fuils to fully comply with all laws of the state and rules of the
‘commission governing the capturing, keeping. possessing or exhibiting of venomous
repiles.

(d)_The exhibition of venomous reptiles in the absence of a current and valid
‘performance bond, payable to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, in
the sum of $10.000 is prohibited.

(2)_Itis unlawful to exhibit Class T wildlife without having guaranteed financial

nsibility. The following methods of payment will satisfy the financial responsibili
requirement:




[image: image4.jpg](a) A valid performance bond payable to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission in the sum of $10.000. in compliance with and as noted in subparagraph

68A-6.0024(1)(a), F.A.C., above,

(b) Cash, cashier's check, or certified check in the sum of $10,000. In the instance of a
check such instrument shall be made pavable to the Florida Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commission.

(o) Irrevocable letter of credit issued by a bank. savings and loan, credit union or other
similar state or federally chartered financial institution. payable to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission in the sum of $10, 0.,

d) In lieti of the $10.000 financial responsibility guarantee son exhibiting Class |

wildlife may maintain comprehensive general liaility insurance with minimum limits of
52 million per occurrence and $2 million annual aggregate as shall protect the exhibitor

from claims for damage for personal injury, including accidental déath, as well as claims
for property damage which may arise. The insurance policy shall be for a duration of not

less than the duration of the licensing period. Proof of insurance, the terms and coverage.
and expiration date shall be submitted upon initial application and renewal. The licensee
shall notify the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in writing within 5

calendar days if the insurance policy expires, is cancelled or revoked. or for any other

‘reason becomes invalid. The notification in writing may be delivered by fax af (850)
414-8212. or by mail or hand delivery to Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, Office of Licensing end Permitting, 2590 Executive Center Circle, Suite
200-Berkley Building, Tallahassee, Florida 323300,

(¢) The performance bond or financial responsibility guaranee in the sum of $10,000, or

any portion thereof, will be forfeited to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission if:

Aninjury to the public or other property damage results from exhibited Clas:

wxld.h[e e exhibitor fails to indemnify and save harmless the injured

2. Class Lwildlife is taken info custody or seized by commission personnel. In instances

where Class T wildlife is seized or taken into custody by the Commission the permittee

shall be responsible for nt of all expenses relative to the capture, tr
Boarding, velerinary care, or other costs associated with or incurred due to seizure or

custody of the wildlife

(£) The exhibition of Class I wildife in the absence of a current and valid performance
bond. pavable to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, in the su
$10.000. or a financial responsibility guarantee in the sum of $10.000, or  current and

valid comprehensive general liability insurance with minimum limits of $2 million per

accurrence and $2 million annual ageregate is prohibited.

‘Spsifi Authority Ar. IV, Scc 9, Fla. Conal, $7288 37292, 172921 FS, L Umplemented A, [V, Sec.9, la.
Const 286328137088, 372.92 S.01 FS. Wisory “New
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Current Proposed Methods of Payment

Bond
(payable to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in the sum of $10,000, such bond shall
‘be for the duration of the annual licensing period)

Cash

Cashier’s Check
(payable to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in the sum of $10,000)

Certified Check.
(payable to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in the sum of $10,000)

Irrevocable Letter of Credit
(isued by a-bank, savings and loan, credit union or other similar state or federally chartered financial
instiution, payable to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in the sum of $10,000)

Other suggested methods of payment to satisfy the financial responsibility
guarantee:

Other comments:





