http://house.mo.gov/print.aspx?info=/bills101/bilsum/intro/sHB12881.htm

Summary of the Introduced Bill
HB 1288 -- Large Carnivore Act
Sponsor: Sut herl and

This bill establishes the Large Carnivore Act which prohibits,
begi nni ng January 1, 2012, any person from owni ng or possessing,
breedi ng, transferring ownership or possession, or transporting a
| arge carnivore unless he or she has a permt. "Large carnivore"
I's defined as any cat of the Felidae famly that is nonnative to
this state held in captivity excluding any common donestic or
house cat or any species of bear that is nonnative to this state
and held in captivity. The D vision of Animal Health within the
Department of Agriculture is required to inplenment and enforce
the provisions of the bill and to identify and register a |ist of
avai l able qualified veterinarians who have applied and been
approved to be included in the registry. Approved veterinarians
nmust denonstrate experience in handling, anesthetizing, and
managi ng husbandry and nedi cal and surgical issues regarding
nondonesti c, exotic, and superexotic species. Certain

requi rements regarding the care and control of a |arge carnivore
wll be verified and affirned by a qualified veterinarian by
sworn affidavit on a form provided by the departnent at intervals
established by the departnent. The departnent may, as necessary
or upon conplaint, verify the veterinarian's findings. Any
gqualified veterinarian who submts a false affidavit wll be
guilty of a class B m sdeneanor.

Any person who owns or possesses a large carnivore is liable in a
civil action for the death or injury of a human or anot her ani nmal
and for any property danage caused by the large carnivore. |If a
| arge carnivore escapes or is released, intentionally or
unintentionally, the owner is required to imediately notify | aw
enforcenent and is |liable for all expenses associated with the
efforts to recapture the large carnivore. The owner is required
to maintain liability insurance in an anount of not |ess than
$250, 000 and annually provide verification to the departnent.
Applications for a permt are to be acconpanied by a fee not to
exceed $2,500 for each large carnivore with an annual renewal fee
not to exceed $500 as established by the departnent to offset the
costs to enforce the provisions of the bill.
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Requi renents for the confinenent, handling, sanitation, feeding,

transporting, identification, veterinary care, seizure, and
eut hanasi a of large carnivores are specified. The requirenents

are in addition to any applicable state or federal |aw and do not

precl ude any | ocal political subdivision from adopting nore
restrictive laws. Certain entities, |aw enforcenent officers,

ani mal control officers, veterinarians, and departnent enpl oyees

are exenpt fromthe provisions of the bill.

Any person violating the provisions of the bill wll be guilty of

a class A m sdeneanor. Any person who intentionally rel eases a
| arge carnivore will be guilty of a class D felony. Violators
may be required to do community service work or | ose the
privilege of owning any ani mal .
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